
South Lake Tahoe Democratic Club 
November 21, 2019—FINAL 

Lake Tahoe Pizza Company – 6 p.m. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:04 p.m. 
 
1. Welcome, Call to Order, Introductions, Sign-in and Quorum.  Vice-Chair Aletha Nelligan lead the 
meeting.  Chair Sue Chandler will be back Jan 6.  Other officers in attendance: Nancy Gibson, Liz 
Zapalac, Allyson Tabor, Diane Verwoest, Frank Riley, and Tom Makris. 
 
2. Approval of October minutes and tonight’s agenda 
MOTION to approve 10/17 minutes and tonight’s agenda: Allyson Tabor 
Second: Tom Makris 
Motion carries. 
 
3. Chair’s report: GOTV Canvassing, Pre-endorsement Conference, 
Scholarship Committee, Debate watch party, Registering as candidates: EDCDCC 
City Council, School Board 
Aletha covered these topics from Sue’s ppt (see attached). 
 
4. Secretary update: Nancy 
Referred to ppt for latest numbers. Reminded members about access to Mailchimp subscriptions and 
other online access information. Table baskets include ticklers for: website access, voter registration 
status, Club email, prior month draft minutes, and any other items of information. 
 
5. Treasurer report/Budget Committee: Liz explained public posting of proposed 2020 budget and, having 
received no comments, recommended motioning for approval. 
MOTION to approve 2020 Budget: Tom Makris 
Second: Mary Lekan 
Motion carries. 
 
6. Scholarship Committee Report:  Donations have come through and tonight will be a 50/50 raffle with 
50% of proceeds going to Scholarship Committee for award to winning applicant. We will do this raffle at 
every meeting until we meet our $1,000 goal. Have $400 collected, to date, thanks to volunteers for Lake 
Tahoe Marathon and generous donation by Les Wright. The Scholarship Committee developed a rubric 
by which applicants will be evaluated.  Aletha will post this rubric on our website.  It includes benchmarks 
such as financial need, GPA, and community service & leadership.  Applications are due April 3 and will 
be reviewed by committee. 
 
7. City Council Report - Devin Middlebrook:  Cell Tower is big issue for community. 4G v 5G and what 
does this mean? 4G is what is proposed which is old technology and is well-researched. 5G is a different 
story. Expect four retail outlets for recreational cannabis by next year. A 600-foot buffer from schools is 
stated in the city regulations.  Loop Road/Hwy 50 project is moving forward. Main St Mgt Plan is needing 
to be retooled. Implementation will be paid for through grants and Federal Highways dollars. Looking at 
vacant home tax/parcel fee. Polling will occur to hear more directly from citizens. Must be a 2/3 vote to 
pass this parcel fee. A number of other parcel tax initiatives are also under way (ex: Lake Valley Fire Dept 
and others to enhance fuel reduction and water availability issues). Tahoe Prosperity Center recently 
published housing needs inventory. Since 2010, 3,000 homes have converted from private home 
ownership to second homes. 75% are valued at >$550K so affordability is also a big concern. Commuters 
survey: 46% said if they could live in South Lake Tahoe, they would. Now, the City is working on a 
Housing Action Plan expected out in March 2020. Sierra Blvd project complete. $6 million set aside for 
more paving projects next year. Southwest Gas has a 10-year plan for redoing many of the City’s gas 
lines. City will be avoiding having newly paved roads torn up for the SW gas project. Next year Hwy 50 to 
Johnson Rd will get the Sierra Blvd treatment. Also, 2022 stretch from the Y up Lake Tahoe Blvd to 
Hardware store. Telecommunications is sorely lacking for emergency services so that, too, is slated for 



priority work—$6-7 million dollars that are not yet secured. Measure T Rec Center still being designed for 
(re)construction. 
 
8. STPUD Report - Jim Jones/Nick Exline 
 
Jim and Nick tag-teamed their presentation and encouraged folks to consider running for open positions. 
Prop 218 required max limit on rate increases so Board approved 6%. Not enough to be fully funded but 
much better than past years. 10-year plan for $180 million but this, too, isn’t sufficient. Assessments and 
fixes are continually underway. $6 per 1,000 gallons treatment cost on adverse flows a continuing 
concern and drain on limited funds. It’s always difficult to raise money. Nick—Climate Change...section of 
City had insufficient fire coverage and these areas have been prioritized and will be funded through Prop 
218 budget. Sustainability Plan will help to track environmental savings being addressed around town. 
Solar Assessment is also underway with free evaluation of commercial buildings with solar potential. 
Installation of solar panels at airport hangers...first since the initiative. With current trajectory, we’ll likely 
meet our 2032 goal at least 7 years earlier. Now producing electricity in Alpine County which was a hard 
won battle. John Thiel is new GM for STPUD (replaced Richard Solbrig).  Working with Unified School 
District and swapped out gasoline to electrical busses for free. Dec 13 School meeting to validate this 
effort. Working to provide input on hiring next School Superintendent who reflects community and will 
engage in continuing this momentum. 
 
Jodi Dayberry - Need to encourage new membership on School Board who is sincerely community-
centric. Intent to run should be filed by July 2020. 
 
9. Climate Action Update (also, see above) – Nick Exline:  Will be working with natural gas which is a 
different alternative but not necessarily a better alternative. To meet, or exceed, the 2032 goal means 
also phasing out natural gas. 
 
10. State Convention Report - Jodi/Sue:  Attended last weekend in Long Beach. Energizing. The CA Dem 
Platform was passed: go to CADem.org for specifics. Biden and Warren chose not to attend which made 
it difficult to do an adequate comparison of candidates. May hurt with CA Endorsement. Joaquin Castro 
and Kamila Harris both attended...both surprises and disappointment. Buttigieg did a fine job. Bernie 
Sanders supporters out in full force. Yang Gang also in the house and very focal. It’ll be interesting to see 
how the CA Dems choose to endorse. Much division in the party and, with Super Tuesday (for CA) 
coming up in March, hard to see unity just yet. Josh Elder, speaking at the Rural Caucus, did a wonderful 
job (the video is posted on our laketahoedems website). Jodi participated in Union and CTA caucuses. 
 
Central Committee Elected Positions: Divided by BOS districts (we’re District 5 with our representative, 
Sue Novasel). We have 5 positions that need to go through a sign-in roster process. If we fill the five, we 
do this non-competitively. If more than five express interest, these names will go on the March ballot.  
Sue, Allyson, Aletha, Jodi, and Frank Riley are the top five.  Mary Lekan has volunteered as alternate and 
will contact EDCDCC to see how this alternate position can be recognized. 
 
11. Community Service: 
LTCC Food Closet – Diane Verwoest: Collecting tonight. She will take goods to college first week of 
December. $1+ donation for bumper stickers. We have an account with South Lake Tahoe Refuse, under 
South Lake Tahoe Democratic Club Scholarship Fund, #000136, or visit www.southtahoerefuse.com  
Warm Room – Tom Makris: Look at “South Tahoe Now” for great article depicting help over the summer. 
Hopeful for Warm Room site, pending contract, to open by Dec 15. This Sunday (11/24) is 3rd Annual 
Turkey Trot fundraiser. Go to website to sign up: tahoehomeless.org. 
Bread & Broth – Aletha Nelligan: The Club sponsored Monday night dinner earlier this year. Great effort 
from Club members. Aletha will mail out this year’s dates so people can sign up. Need 5 people to sign-
up for a Monday dinner (Jan through June) plus $300 contribution to Club and Club will cut the check. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.southtahoerefuse.com/


12. Vote to endorse Brynne Kennedy, CD4, following in CA Dems footsteps. 
MOTION for Club to endorse: Allyson Tabor 
Second: Frank Riley 
Motion carries. 
 
13. Rally Opportunity: “Nobody is Above the Law” 
 
Several rallies have already been scheduled. Do we want to 1) organize a rally in SLT? or 2) join forces 
for a rally elsewhere? It will happen the day before the House vote on impeachment. Options are Reno, 
Carson City, and Sacramento.  Aletha will use Rally website to reach out for particulars and circulate for 
Club participation.  Per email from organizer Lisa Foley: “Because no one knows the date of this historic 
House vote, folks should register for the alert today by typing in your zip code to find the closest event: 
 
https://www.impeach.org/event/impeach-and-remove-attend/search/? 
 
As you attend holiday gatherings and get into discussions about impeachment, it is suggested you avoid 
the umpteen rabbit holes Trump supporters use to distract, and instead stick to simple facts. 
 
1. Trump used leverage of United States military aid to smear the politician he believed would be his likely 
2020 opponent. (This is bribery/extortion!  Bribery is in fact one of the causes for impeachment listed in 
the US Constitution.) 
2. Next, Trump continues to obstruct justice by trying to cover this up. 
3. The powerful can get away with unlawful behaviors that the rest of us would be imprisoned for. 
4. Nobody should be above the law. 
 
We ask that you consider using your voice to repeat these basic messages, via letters to the editor, social 
media, radio and and TV. The website below offers sample letters and messaging: 
 
"Nobody Is Above the Law" — Materials” 
 
14. Member comments: 
 
Barbara Riley - Announced Holiday Fair at Valhalla this Saturday, 11/23. 
 
Jodi spoke to school issues on behalf of California Teachers Association. So many decisions are driven 
by corporate interests. Under Schools & Communities First, effort is underway in assessing value to 
insure key, corporate agricultural areas are paying their fair share into schools. Corporate loopholes 
(losing $7-10 million annually) have allowed larger areas (not the typical Mom & Pops like Apple Hill) off 
the hook and this initiative will change that. About 40% of proceeds will go to local public schools at all 
levels up to, and through, the community college level. The 60% will go to community infrastructure like 
fire departments, healthcare facilities, etc. 1.5 million signatures are needed to get on the ballot. 
 
50/50 draw: Bob Neidermeier oversaw sales and collection of raffle tickets.  Allyson drew and Liz Zapalac 
won the draw.  Congratulations, Liz! 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:32. 
 
Next meeting: January 16, 2020 - 6pm - Lake Tahoe Pizza Co. 

 

https://www.impeach.org/event/impeach-and-remove-attend/search/?
https://www.impeach.org/survey/impeach-and-remove-materials/?logo=

